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Minutes of the VILLAGE BOARD MEETING of the Board of Trustees of the 

Village/Town of Mount Kisco held on Monday, April 29, 2019 at 7:00 p.m. in the Frank J. 

DiMicco Board Room, Village Hall, 104 Main Street, Mount Kisco, New York. 

 

  Present:  Mayor Gina Picinich 

     Deputy Mayor Jean Farber 

     Trustee Karen Schleimer 

     Trustee Peter Grunthal 

Trustee Isidoro Albanese 

 

 Also Present:  Edward Brancati, Village Manager 

Kenneth Famulare, Assistant Village Manager 

Whitney Singleton, Village Attorney 

   

Mayor Picinich opened the Village Board Meeting and asked everyone to rise for the 

pledge of allegiance.  She asked everyone to please remain standing for a moment, this 

past weekend Laurie Gilbert Kay was worshiping in Poway (California) at her temple 

celebrating the end of Passover; an evil walked in the door, we’ve seen this so many times 

in our country.  She was killed by a gunman who determined that what they were doing 

there was not within his mind frame or mindset.  More people would have been massacred 

had it not been for others who responded.  We think about Laurie Gilbert Kay, we think 

about her community, and we think about ours and we know that this is a community of 

love and respect for others.  We ask everyone to keep that in their minds and in their 

hearts.  

 

Continuation of Public Hearing on modification  

to special use permit on Mountain Avenue  

 

Mayor Picinich began by saying that there is currently a cell tower that has been on 

Kisco Mountain for twenty (20) years; that lease has come to its fruitful life and we 

renegotiated that lease last year.  At the same time, the Metropolitan Transportation 

Authority (MTA) had a plan to put a 180 foot tall monopole on its right-of-way behind Tesla 

along Kisco Avenue.  That was something that we all felt would not be appropriate in the 

middle of our town so we brought together Crown Castle and the MTA to come up with a 

solution that would be more appealing for the community while still meeting the need.  This 
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single pole in one location, though increased in height, provides the opportunity not only for 

the MTA and first responders, but also achieves colocation which is something that the 

Village Code encourages when possible.  The more commercial carriers we can get on one 

single pole the more we eliminate the need for another site.  She continued to say that this 

is an open public forum in which we encourage the public to speak.  She then turned it over 

to Mr. Kenny of Crown Castle.  

 

Mr. Kenny began by saying that he represents the law firm Snyder and Snyder on 

behalf of Crown Castle and their application to amend the tower as the Mayor described.  He 

offered a status update.  The last time he appeared before the Village Board, Crown Castle 

had proposed a monopole that was 114 feet in height, we have now brought it down to 109 

feet in height after listening to some comments from the public as well as the Planning 

Board and staff who felt that if we could reduce the height, but still maintain the necessary 

height for the MTA antennas, that might be a visually better pole for the community.  Not 

only did they reduce the height by five (5) feet, but initially, the pole was supposed to be 

twice as thick as the existing pole; now, the pole will only be 6 inches thicker than the 

existing pole above the tree line.  In addition, they have brought an application that will 

allow space for all four (4) carriers.  Currently, this application is before the Planning Board 

as part of the site plan and SEQRA review.  The Planning Board has hired a Radio Frequency 

(RF) Engineer to review the application materials that have been submitted.  They have 

submitted materials for T-Mobile, Verizon, and the MTA that discuss the needs of each entity 

at each of the respective heights that are proposed for the facility.  They have also 

submitted a report that shows that this facility will be 100% compliant with the Federal 

Communications Commission (FCC) rules and regulations regarding radio frequency issues. 

Tonight is essentially a status update as this Board cannot act without approval from the 

Planning Board.  He said that he was willing to answer any questions that the Board may 

have at this point.   

 

Deputy Mayor Farber stated that she was glad that the height was lowered and the 

thickness decreased as those were some of her main issues; as it exists now it’s almost 

invisible. 

  

Trustee Albanese asked about the top antennas looking for clarification on whether 

there are two at the top of the tower.  Mr. Kenny replied that the top antennas are the MTA 

antennas which are whip antennas and only three (3) inches in diameter.  Essentially, they 
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are long, but very thin, making it hard to see them from a distance.  This property is in the 

middle of the mountain and the nearest distances are well in excess of 700 feet away.  So 

from that distance you most likely would not see those antennas at all.  

 

Trustee Schleimer wanted to know if there was supposed to be a lightning rod 

attached at the top.  Mr. Kenny replied that there will be one placed at the top, but it will be 

smaller than the MTA antenna and about the same thickness.  The bracket will be coming 

off of T-Mobile’s antennas; they use a triangular bracket so they will be on the corners of 

that site. 

 

Trustee Schleimer stated that looking at the T-Mobile antenna array, it seems bulkier 

and more noticeable than the others.  She wanted to know if that was the typical array.  Mr. 

Kenny replied that yes that is the typical array they use.  He reiterated that they submitted 

material to the wireless consultant discussing the need for T-Mobile to upgrade their facility. 

They are currently on the existing pole at a height of 74 feet and have proposed moving up 

to a height of 104 feet on the proposed pole as they have a need for that increased height 

and upgrade to their facility.  

 

Mayor Picinich stated that she is aware that Crown Castle has been working closely 

with the Planning Board and appreciated the modifications that have been made and 

hopefully will continue to be made.  We understand there is a need and colocation is a 

concept that we support.  She believes that the Planning Board is currently focused on 

reducing visual impact and that there is an opportunity for us to work towards that goal.  

Mr. Kenny replied that there is a balance of satisfying the needs of the carriers and 

hopefully reducing the need for an additional tower somewhere else in town and making this 

tower as aesthetically pleasing as possible.  

 

Trustee Schleimer wanted to know if this tower would satisfy the need in other parts 

of the Village such as the Route 172 corridor.  Mr. Kenny advised that they submitted 

Verizon’s coverage for this facility to the wireless consultant hired by the Planning Board for 

review to determine if it satisfies any needs on any other applications submitted to the 

Boards.  

 

Mayor Picinich wanted to make note that the Planning Board has hired this RF 

Engineer to have an expert review the documentation submitted and offer guidance to them 
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when making decisions on this application.  Ultimately, this Board will approve the special 

use permit, but the Planning Board will make that recommendation through site plan and 

SEQRA review.  We look to them to continue to do their due diligence on this matter.  Mayor 

Picinich then invited the public to make comment.  

 

Margaret Ormond of Mountain Avenue began by saying that her house is the last 

house on Mountain Avenue and is right next to the cell tower.  She stated that she wasn’t 

notified of this meeting nor the tower construction.  She continued to say that the only 

reason she found out about this was that a relative sent her an article from the paper.  She 

wants better communications from the Village in regards to things that would impact her 

and her neighbors.  Mayor Picinich replied that it had been announced at other meetings, 

that there had been the proper legal notice published in the newspaper and mailed to the 

required entities and property owners, and that there was an insert in the water bill that 

had information on this matter.  Ms. Ormond continued to ask what issues the MTA had that 

warranted this proposal.  She continued to say that she relies on the Zoning Board to 

protect their property values and for the Village not to help the large cell carriers to make 

extra profit at their expense.  The people in the neighborhood have paid a lot of money for 

these houses and the appeal was the wooded area.  She wanted to know what future 

expansion might be considered.  She continued to say that with the four (4) providers on 

the tower it would double the times the road is accessed for maintenance.  There is going to 

be more radio frequency being produced, there will be more equipment that needs to be 

housed for each of those carriers, and the tower is right next to a water tower; will that 

affect it in any way?  Do other municipalities have cell towers by their water towers?  She 

also wanted to know if any other communities had towers that were taller than 100 feet. 

She hopes that the Board is not using us (Mount Kisco) to benefit other communities.  She 

also noted that the towers are not constructed well; there have been instances of them 

catching fire.  They are made of different components and parts; if one fails it can topple 

over.  The FCC is also on the cell carrier’s side, not the public, and there is no quality 

control.  She wanted to know if any other towns have been considered for this and asked for 

a moratorium on the cell tower permit.  

 

Deputy Mayor Farber wanted to note that there is, right now, an existing cell tower 

on the property in question that the new tower is proposed to replace.  Ms. Ormond replied 

that she is aware of that, but that adding 30 feet to the height of the tower and two (2) 

more carriers is a different thing than to just have the tower as it exists currently. 
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Jim Ormond from Mountain Avenue began by saying that the issue is the existing 

tower is within the tree line and so if you are on Mountain Avenue and you are looking in 

that direction, you don’t see it.  His concern is that 28 feet in additional height is enough 

that you will be able to see it from Mountain Avenue and it is a focal point in the Village.  If 

you are behind Village Hall in Shopper’s Park and look up, there it will be.  He believes that 

it is a significant amount.  The tower has been there for a while and he always believed that 

people would ask for an extension; he believes if this extension goes through someone else 

will come back and ask for additional expansions.  

 

Sarah Duterrol of Washburn Road on Captain Merritt’s Hill stated that they are 

currently renting, but are planning to buy a house in the future and is interested in hearing 

what’s been discussed today with the visual impact of this tower in the neighborhood.  They 

moved here last year and really appreciate the pride that the Village shows and hope that 

will mean the Board will take into account the comments made here this evening.  She 

continued to say that she doesn’t believe we can stop the tide of technology; this stuff is 

here and believes it is only a matter of time before more things come forward.   She urged 

that the Board consider the principles which is guiding its decision and guide future 

decisions particularly concerned with the rental space that is left on the tower.  She hopes 

that we are not doing too much too soon and that the Village is not burdened in comparison 

to other towns.  As she understands it, the MTA position is not something that can be 

changed which becomes a local issue, ensuring fairness.  She concluded that she agrees 

with the visual impact implementation; whatever height is determined and approved on, the 

concern would be to make it look like a tree which can be done. 

  

Trustee Schleimer stated that something she has suggested periodically throughout 

the years; in other towns, when an application is before a Board, a sign is put up by the 

proposed location so that if you are just passing by, you know that something is in the 

works.  She asked if that is something we might consider doing. 

  

Mr. Brancati began by saying that as far as the notice requirements, the Village 

complied with all the notice requirements that we have in the Village Code with respect to 

the public hearing, which was opened two meetings ago, and was posted on the website 

and through email blast.  We also notified the County as well as neighboring towns and 

residents within 300 feet of the boundary line of the larger parcel. 
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Deputy Mayor Farber wanted to refresh the public’s memory.  She started by saying 

that the MTA was simply going to build this tower on their property which is right in the 

center of town behind Tesla.  This allows space for our emergency services and takes 

advantage of the space for the other carriers.  The decision is between building a 180 foot 

tall cell tower in the middle of town or expanding this site that already exists. 

   

Mary Palmerton of Captain Merritt’s Hill began by saying that she was aware of a cell 

tower application for a location behind Mount Kisco Chase and asked if this had anything to 

do with that application.  Mayor Picinich replied that it is totally separate.  Ms. Palmerton 

continued to ask if the MTA has looked at other sites along the train line and other 

municipalities.  She also suggested that it be put in the cemetery as a good location.  Mayor 

Picinich stated that there is an existing tower in the cemetery.  Mr. Brancati added that the 

tower in Oakwood Cemetery is at full capacity.  Ms. Palmerton continued to say that she has 

Verizon, is a realtor in town, and doesn’t have a problem with service, and while she cannot 

speak for the other providers, she thinks that the coverage in the Village is very good.  The 

coverage issues are on the Route 172 corridor and that’s more towards Bedford Village.  

 

Trustee Grunthal stated that the position that the Board is facing is a difficult one.  

The MTA owns property in town along the train tracks, and we cannot stop them from 

building a 180 foot cell tower on their property.  What happened here is that our Village 

Manager has managed to negotiate with the MTA and Crown Castle to utilize the existing 

tower to meet their needs.  They came up with the suggestion of raising the tower by 29 

feet higher than the existing tower, but as you heard have reduced the increase in height to 

24 feet.  It was going to be a particular structure; as you heard today they have minimized 

the diameter of the structure.  We are all working with our Planning Board to do everything 

we can to make the ultimate effect on the Village as mitigated as possible.  If we don’t go 

along with that we are going to be stuck with a 180 foot pole on Kisco Avenue and we don’t 

want that. So this is a very difficult situation.   

 

Ms. Palmerton asked if there was any way to disguise the pole as a tree to make it 

less visible.  Mayor Picinich stated to the public that the Planning Board and staff are 

working to evaluate all of the options; to look at it from a code perspective, to look at it 

from a need perspective, and from a visual perspective, so they have been looking at the 

possibility of a monopine.  They have been looking at a product produced by 3M called 
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conceal film that can be put on the tower and they are looking at having the tower painted; 

so they have been reviewing the different options and there were visual renderings of the 

monopine shared at the last Planning Board meeting.  You can go online and watch that 

meeting, all of the meetings are available on our website, so you can see what the 

recommendations were.  They are continuing to work with Crown Castle who is building the 

tower itself to reduce size, scope, and visual impact as much as possible.  We are trying to 

make the very best of a challenging situation.   

 

Mr. Kenny stated that he heard the comments from the public and the Board tonight 

and so they will take them under review and come back with an application that will please 

all parties.  Again, as has been discussed, this application is a need for the MTA and by 

building this facility as we have designed it will reduce the need for other towers in the area 

and keep the impact in an area were a cell tower already exists.  We have listened to the 

public and will make sure that we revise the plans to make this as visually pleasing as 

possible for this Village. 

  

Trustee Schleimer stated that she realizes the need for all of this stemmed from the 

location of the MTA antennas, was it ever considered that the MTA antennas be added to the 

old pole and not add the extra additional carriers, so that we would be dealing with the 

same height and pole that we have right now.  Is that a possibility?  Mr. Kenny replied that 

the possibility had been reviewed, but there were structural reasons that could not 

accommodate the facility by extending it to the necessary height.  The MTA needs that 

height for their equipment to work.  Trustee Schleimer wanted to know if the diameter was 

also to accommodate the other carriers.  Mr. Kenny replied that it is mixed and also that the 

poles are hollow and hold all the wiring needed for the cells to work and that is really what 

determines the diameter of the tower.   
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Fire House Update by H2M President Rich Humann 

 

 Mayor Picinich began by saying that during the election of 2017, the public approved 

a $10.25 million bond to update and expand some critical emergency service facilities, our 

firehouses.  The information that was provided as to how much money would be needed, we 

recently learned, was not calculated accurately.  As a result, we have had to go back to 

determine how much this is actually going to cost to get the scope of the original plans 

completed.  We have with us this evening Rich Humann of H2M who is here to present the 

revised costs as well as some possibilities moving forward.  

 

 Richard Humann, CEO of H2M Architects, thanked the Mayor and Board for allowing 

him the opportunity to present this information and brought with him David Pacheco, VP 

with H2M, who is an Emergency Service design expert, and Megan Spratt, a Staff Designer 

with H2M who has been working on this project for the last year and a half.  He stated that 

he has been personally involved with this project for the last 6-7 weeks.  He gave the 

following presentation.  



Village Board Meeting April 29, 2019 9 

 



Village Board Meeting April 29, 2019 10 

 



Village Board Meeting April 29, 2019 11 

 



Village Board Meeting April 29, 2019 12 

 



Village Board Meeting April 29, 2019 13 

 



Village Board Meeting April 29, 2019 14 

 



Village Board Meeting April 29, 2019 15 

 

 
 

 

 

 



Village Board Meeting April 29, 2019 16 

 

Mayor Picinich stated that per a conversation that she had with Mr. Humann, the 

Village would never be able to get back to the $10.25 million budget as originally planned. 

The cost in construction has gone up since then so we are now forced to work with these 

numbers. 

  

Trustee Albanese stated that the firehouses received a Christmas present last year, 

these improvements, and now it’s being taken away; does H2M plan on doing anything 

financially to help with this situation.  Mr. Humann stated that the cost opinion is to provide 

information to you to make a decision regarding scope and budget.  The cost opinion 

doesn’t guarantee the cost of construction, nor does H2M make such guarantee. 

  

Deputy Mayor Farber stated that she was disappointed in this; the Village has been 

promising this to the Volunteer Fire Department for quite some time and just when we think 

it will come to light something like this happens.  Mr. Humann replied that he was going to 

work with the Village to get the scope changed and is committed to getting the necessities 

into these houses. 

  

Trustee Schleimer stated that in material shared with the board it states that the 

cost to construct one new main station to house all companies, approximately 25,000 

square feet is approximately $14M, is that a real number.  Mr. Humann replied that he 

would need to review that information before giving an opinion.  Trustee Schleimer stated 

that if the Board is forced to look at other choices, this is certainly one that would make 

sense to consider. 

  

Mr. David Pacheco, architect and VP with H2M, stated that in his experience where 

the numbers are falling currently on the renovation of the houses, it is almost at the same 

cost of having something brand new.  He noted that they can work up those numbers and 

get them back to the board within the next couple of days.  That is an alternative at that 

price point.   

 

Trustee Grunthal wanted to know if there has been success in combining multiple 

houses into one.  Mr. Pacheco replied that he recently had great success in Beacon with 

their new central firehouse. 
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Mayor Picinich stated that before we go down that path, we have four (4) companies 

in three (3) houses, they are vital to our community and we owe them a conversation in 

regards to this prior to making any decisions.  

 

Mike Curtis, Fire Commissioner from the Mutual Engine and Hose Co. #1, began by 

saying that he knows that there is a meeting with the Village Board and stakeholders that 

has been scheduled.  However, after that meeting he would be prepared to share how the 

fire houses feel at that point.  

 

1) Communications: 

a. Little League Car Wash - Saturday June 1, 2019 

  A motion was made by Trustee Albanese and was seconded by Deputy Mayor Farber 

to approve the Little League Car Wash contingent on approval from the Fire Commissioners 

and receipt of a certificate of insurance naming the Village as an additionally insured; all in 

favor: 

 

 Motion Adopted  

    Mayor Gina Picinich  Aye 

    Deputy Mayor Jean Farber Aye 

Trustee Isidoro Albanese Aye 

    Trustee Karen Schleimer Aye 

    Trustee Peter Grunthal Aye 

 

2) Petitions: None. 

 

3) Board Committee and Commission Reports: None. 

 

4) Village Manager’s Reports:  

a. Solar PILOT  

Mr. Brancati started by saying that this is the agreement for the solar installation 

that will be going in the back of Oakwood Cemetery.  Currently, under New York State Real 

Property Law there is a 15-year exemption for solar installations for tax purposes unless a 

municipality opts out of that law or forms a Payment in Lieu of Taxes (PILOT) agreement; 

which we have done here.  

 

A motion was made by Mayor Picinich and was seconded by Deputy Mayor Farber to 

accept the PILOT agreement; all in favor: 
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Motion Adopted  

    Mayor Gina Picinich  Aye 

    Deputy Mayor Jean Farber Aye 

Trustee Isidoro Albanese Aye 

    Trustee Karen Schleimer Nay 

    Trustee Peter Grunthal Aye 

 

5) Board Reports:  

 

Deputy Mayor Farber began by saying that the Italian American Club met on April 

17th to plan their celebrations for the rest of the year including the Columbus Day ceremony 

which will be held Sunday October 13th and their Annual Dinner Dance that same evening.  

The Mount Kisco Arts Council found a space for the next pop-up gallery.  We hope to have 

that open by the end of May or early June.  She wanted to welcome some new restaurants 

to the neighborhood, Fiesta Cancun’s Grand Opening was Thursday, April 25th; they are 

located at 222 East Main Street.  Also Sugar Rhum on Main Street just opened up where 

Café of Love used to be located.  This past Saturday we celebrated Arbor Day at the 

Teahouse at Leonard Park.  We could not plant the trees because of the recent rain, but it 

was still an enjoyable day.  Thank you Jim Gmelin for your leadership and knowledge on 

trees and the importance they give to our environment.  The Historical Society will meet on 

May 1st and we celebrate Earth Day on Saturday May 4th.  

 

Trustee Schleimer began by reminding everyone that there will be a blood drive on 

Tuesday, April 30th at the Mount Kisco Library from 10:00 a.m. until 4:30 p.m.  Give if you 

can.  On Wednesday, May 1st there will be a Salute to Seniors held at the Westchester 

County Center.  It is filled with different vendors and healthcare providers and it offers great 

resources and fun all in one location. 

  

Trustee Grunthal began by saying that people around the World are celebrating Earth 

Day this week.  It is an exciting time to review the state of our National Resources around 

the planet and what is being done environmentally.  We here in Mount Kisco will be 

celebrating on May 4th starting at 9:00 a.m. with a hike up Kisco Mountain, a 1:00 p.m. 

meeting at the Library for some music and refreshments and a keynote speaker, Sandy 

Morrissey, who will be discussing Pollinator Pathways and Survival of Monarch Butterflies. 

Crops around the world are being attacked due to the lack of pollinations by butterflies and 
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bees.  Alice DuBon will give an update on our own path to pollination, Nina Orville will 

introduce Mount Kisco’s new community solar program, Alan Anton will update us on 

recycling and food composting programs, Dr. Kurt Biel will speak on the healing power of 

nature followed by a presentation from Harry McCartney on the state of our nature and 

historical trails network.  

 

Trustee Albanese began by saying that we have an opportunity with Earth Day 

coming up to be aware of our surroundings and have some pride in our town.  So if you see 

a piece of paper or any garbage on the sidewalk as you are walking consider picking it up 

and throwing it away.  If everyone does this, we will have a cleaner Mount Kisco.  

 

Mayor Picinich started by saying that she had the opportunity to be at the Fox Senior 

Center for volunteer appreciation day.  It is important for everyone to know the wonderful 

things that happen down there.  Not only do people go to participate in programs offered by 

the Village, but the folks that go there do so much for our community.  They raise funds and 

are actively involved in delivering meals to those that are homebound and they do so much 

for each other.  So thank you.  She continued to say that she was invited to participate in 

the Earth Day celebration at West Patent Elementary School.  There was a student led 

assembly on sustainability including a food scrap recycling program that is happening in 

their lunch room as well as the collection of materials, particularly bottle caps, which they 

will be repurposing for mosaic projects in their school garden.  Congratulations to all the 

students at West Patent Elementary for learning so much about recycling, repurposing and 

doing all they are doing to lead the way to sustainability efforts.  She was also able to give a 

presentation to the Westchester Municipal Planning Federation on behalf of the Village for 

the work we have done on our Comprehensive Plan.  The thought in the planning 

community is that the changes that we are making in our community, particularly in the 

area of zoning, are important changes that respond to the changing environment in 

downtowns and recognizing that our plan was very inclusive to these changes.  

 

6) Old Business:  

a. Resolution to approve zoning amendments.  
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Trustee Schleimer read the following statement: 

  

In order to facilitate transparency and in light of the fact that once this Board 

approves these zoning law changes, the door will be open to the largest changes in zoning 

that this Village may have ever seen, something that will change the face of Mount Kisco 

irrevocably and forever, I respectfully request that the voting on the proposed new zoning 

law amendments be delayed to provide additional time for public review and comment. 

While I appreciate the fact that allowing public comment and having more or continuing the 

public hearing may not technically be required, it is imperative that the residents of Mount 

Kisco and business owners have the time necessary for them to understand these proposed 

far reaching changes and the effect they will have on our town.  This should not be a rush to 

a goal, but rather a well thought out deliberate process since once the changes are made, 

the effects will be felt forever. 

 

The zoning changes in the downtown area will permit the development of 40-50 foot 

buildings.  Take a look at the size and scale of the new Win Development building across 

from the old Heller shoe store.  That is only two (2) stories high and not the three/four/five 

proposed for the Moger lots, South Moger itself and Main Street.  

 

Again, I am not sure I understand what the rush is.  Changing the zoning opens the 

door for these major changes.  Perhaps we should start smaller, consider a transit-oriented 

development set back on the North Moger lot which would not affect the commuter and 
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shoppers parking in the South Moger lot and see if that is a home run.  We can always 

consider an additional development on the South Moger lot if that is successful. 

 

Adding so many new residences downtown and along Lexington Avenue to a village 

where traffic already does not move without trying to alleviate these serious conditions 

before going ahead does not make sense to me.  Reducing parking requirements and fees 

where owners cannot provide parking does not bode well for being able to park with ease in 

our downtown area, an area where we propose to encourage shopping and restaurant use. 

Changing the zoning to permit extensive development will: 

 

a. Strain the downtown economy by having several years of construction and 

limited parking for the downtown area for shoppers and commuters during 

construction. 

b. Higher density development dramatically increases the number of cars   

resulting in more parking needs and more traffic in an area where the traffic 

already does not move. 

c. Access and egress to the North Moger lot is already insufficient and does not 

work especially in light of the additional traffic to be generated by the opening 

of Home Goods. 

d. Have we received releases from the deed restrictions from the State on the 

North Moger lot? 

 

Changes have already been made to the zoning at 333 North Bedford Road and Radio Circle 

to permit Family Recreation.  The proposed zoning changes permit a myriad of other uses 

for Radio Circle with no cohesive well-thought out plan for development in that area. 

 

The zoning changes are being implemented to attempt to solve the problem of 

empty stores in the downtown by building more stores and increasing our population.  There 

is no guarantee that either of these will solve the issues we currently have.  In an attempt 

to cure that problem, it will hurt the current residents of Mount Kisco 

 It will exacerbate the current traffic and parking problems 

 It will radically alter downtown, with three/four/five story buildings and garage 

parking. 
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 Parking for commuters will be dramatically affected.  Many of the reasons people 

come to Mount Kisco is because of the commuter parking in the South Moger Lot 

that will no longer exist or be so substantially reduced as to be meaningless. 

 There is no specific meaningful plan for open space and environmental preservation, 

preservation of our viewscapes, encouragement of our trails system and preservation 

of the sanctity of our wildlife habitats and corridors. 

 

As to Lexington Avenue and the downtown developments, there has been no 

provision for affordable housing.  The housing being contemplated is remarkably upscale 

and will fail to address an issue that has not been sufficiently discussed or resolved 

notwithstanding a very obvious need. 

 

Since it appears that members of the public will have no opportunity to comment or 

question these very complicated proposals before the vote is actually taken, I have also 

been asked to inquire as to whether any members of the Village Board own property or 

have property interests or whether there are members of their immediate family who would 

benefit from the proposed changes in the zoning laws. 

 

I don’t object to the vision of Mount Kisco as the “Big Little Village,” but I did not 

move here from New York City to live in an “urban village.” 

 

Trustee Albanese began by saying that this comprehensive plan was put together in 

the last year to guide us through the next ten (10) years in Mount Kisco; the last one being 

done in 2003.  As we see spring, all the blooming flowers, the trees, the sprouting tulips is 

the work of people that have planted them and we reap those benefits today.  Today’s 

zoning changes are only the beginning for those plantings in the future.  It is an opportunity 

for real estate owners, investors, and tenants to come into our town.  I am excited to see 

what comes from these opportunities; the footprints we leave today will be seen and felt for 

generations to come.  Our work has only begun.  

 

 Trustee Grunthal began by saying that Trustee Schleimer is requesting more time to 

consider these proposals; she wants the opportunity for residents to consent and debate 

them again.  We have spent more than a year on all of this and these zoning changes 

reflect the vision of the comprehensive plan which has all been discussed in great detail and 

we have had overwhelming support in the vision of this plan.  He doubts that a transit-
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oriented housing development on the North Lot alone is a reliable indicator of the success of 

a much bigger project.  The developers proposals that we have for both the North and 

South Moger lots together on top of these zoning proposals will make Mount Kisco a 

destination not only for people in town, but for people from miles around.  This is much 

different than the small development in the North lot.  Essentially by adopting these zoning 

changes we will be encouraging Mount Kisco to become a much more vibrant community 

over the next few years.  It will become a destination for shoppers and entertainment.  

These changes enable the vision of our new comprehensive plan to become reality.  They 

will enable developers working with us in a public/private partnership to bring in the kind of 

attractive and necessary development we are seeing in other towns that are moving forward 

all around us.  They set the stage for a future Mount Kisco that leaves behind the vacant 

stores and revolving doors of businesses in town.  Instead it will become a destination for 

successful businesses and bustling activity.  In considering this we need to look at the broad 

social changes that have swept across America during the last half century.  We also need 

to look at the overwhelming economic changes that have overtaken all of our towns in the 

last twenty years.  For a start there has been a substantial decline in the viability of small 

towns across the country.  Economists will tell you there is not enough commercial activity 

to keep them viable and lively.  Sociologists will tell us that young people will flock from 

small rural towns to the cities where there is excitement, entertainment, commercial 

activity, and employment opportunities.  We in Mount Kisco are right on the cliff edge 

between these two options; between the small rural town and the active large town.  We 

have the option of being a small sleepy town where businesses come and go as they have 

so often in the last several years with vacant store fronts all along Main Street and a town 

center that is boring to visit or we have the alternative of creating a lively active town with 

a bustling commercial hub of entertainment and dining including outside dining, cabarets, 

coffee bars, food markets, micro-breweries, gyms, spas, with civic spaces for people to 

meet and mingle in the downtown area.  The question that we are facing is this, do we go 

on as we are with stores and businesses coming into town with great enthusiasm and going 

out because they did not have enough customers or are we going to set the framework for 

businesses and people to come into Mount Kisco to enjoy and be successful.  We need many 

more businesses to make it a more attractive town for people to visit; we need many more 

people living and working here to support these businesses.  For years, we Trustees, this 

Board, and the prior Board have been confronted by residents asking us to do something 

about the vacant store fronts. This sets the stage to solve this problem and to have a more 

vibrant and successful future.  This is not whimsical, this is done with the guidance of a top 
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notch consulting firm, paying close attention to the character and style of Mount Kisco so 

that we don’t change the character, but rather the amenities that we offer.  We are taking 

some risk with these changes, but every successful enterprise entails some level of risk.  

We considered the pitfalls and the possible potential; there is no doubt in my mind that we 

are setting the framework for a Mount Kisco that will thrive in the future. 

   

 Deputy Mayor Farber agreed with what Trustee Grunthal said and added that change 

is always a challenge, but by staying the same we are becoming stagnant.  For her, it is not 

an option.  We have our challenges and we should look at them as challenges and not as 

being defeated by them.  The challenges are the traffic, having clean space and things like 

that, but to do nothing is giving up.  She is excited for the work that is being done and yet 

to come and this did not come haphazardly.  We had so many conversations and so many 

opportunities for everyone to say how they felt.  Giving another year to discuss the same 

thing isn’t helpful; she is ready to vote.  

 

 Mayor Picinich began by saying that implementing these zoning changes are the next 

important step in our Comprehensive Plan.  She wanted to take the time to thank everyone 

from the public who participated in the process and commented.  Your comments were 

taken into careful consideration and we incorporated them.  She thanked everyone for the 

time and the effort that was put in; it has been countless hours that not only this board has 

spent, but others from the public, other Boards, and surrounding communities.  She 

thanked those that are dissenting voices, those voices always remind us of every view 

across the community.  They remind us of the challenges that lie ahead and that we have to 

keep those in the forefront.  She thanked the people who see the vision and understand 

what the future could possibly be and we’ll all walk collectively towards that future with a 

long-term sustainable economy, not just in our downtown, but an opportunity for everyone 

across the whole community to thrive.   

 

A motion was made by Trustee Grunthal and was seconded by Deputy Mayor Faber 

to approve the following resolution: 

 

WHEREAS, the Town/Village of Mount Kisco is preparing a Comprehensive Plan 

pursuant to Section 7-722 of New York State Village Law and concurrent Zoning 

Changes; 

 

WHEREAS, the Mount Kisco Board of Trustees declared lead agency on April 

16, 2018; 
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WHEREAS, the Mount Kisco Board of Trustees held a scoping session; 

 

WHEREAS, the Mount Kisco Board of Trustees developed a Draft Generic 

Environmental Impact Statement (DGEIS); 

 

WHEREAS, the Mount Kisco Board of Trustees held a comment period on the 

DGEIS from September 17, 2018 to October 26, 2018; 

 

WHEREAS, the FGEIS has now addressed all comments to the satisfaction of the 

Board;  

 

WHEREAS, the Mount Kisco Board of Trustees accepted the FGEIS for distribution to 

the involved agencies and the public on December 17, 2018; 

 

WHEREAS, the Mount Kisco Board of Trustees adopted the Findings Statement for 

the FGEIS for the Comprehensive Plan Update and Zoning Code Amendments; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Mount Kisco Board of Trustees adopted the Comprehensive Plan 

Update. 

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the Mount Kisco Board of Trustees hereby 

adopts the Zoning Code Amendments. 

  

All in favor: 

 

Motion Adopted  

    Mayor Gina Picinich  Aye 

    Deputy Mayor Jean Farber Aye 

Trustee Isidoro Albanese Abstained  

    Trustee Karen Schleimer Nay 

    Trustee Peter Grunthal Aye 

 

b. Approve proposed Budget for Fiscal Year 2019/2020 

A motion was made by Trustee Schleimer and was seconded by Deputy Mayor Farber 

to approve the Resolution for Adoption of the Budget for Fiscal Year 2019/2020; 

 

Resolved, that the Preliminary Budget for the fiscal year June 1, 2019 through May 

31, 2020 is further modified by the changes listed on the attached schedule, and be it 

further  
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Resolved, that the Preliminary Budget, as amended by the attached changes, shall 

constitute the Adopted Budget for the Village/Town of Mount Kisco for the fiscal year June 1, 

2019 through May 31, 2020, and be it further  

 

Resolved, the FY 2019/2020 General Fund Adopted Budget shall include the 

appropriation of $64,502 from the Village's Debt Service Reserve and Designated Tax 

Stabilization Fund, and $600,000 from the Police Reserve as authorized by Section 6-e of 

the General Municipal Law, and be it further  

 

Resolved, that the Board of Trustees shall levy a property tax of $14,976,662 (tax 

rate $102.0574 per $1,000 assessed valuation) on the applicable real property in the Village 

of Mount Kisco, and shall levy a special assessment property tax of $40,000 on the 

applicable real property tax covered by such areas.  

 

 All in favor: 

 

Motion Adopted  

    Mayor Gina Picinich  Aye 

    Deputy Mayor Jean Farber Aye 

Trustee Isidoro Albanese Aye 

    Trustee Karen Schleimer Aye 

    Trustee Peter Grunthal Aye 

 

7) New Business: 

a. Approve Board Meetings May-December 

 A motion was made by Deputy Mayor Farber and was seconded by Trustee 

Schleimer to approve the Village Board Meeting for May through December as follows: 

 

Monday  May 6, 2019  7:00pm  Regular Meeting 

Monday May 20, 2019 7:00pm  Regular Meeting 

Tuesday June 4, 2019 7:00pm  Regular Meeting 

Monday June 17, 2019 7:00pm  Regular Meeting 

Monday July 8, 2019 7:00pm  Regular Meeting 

Monday August 5, 2019 7:00pm  Regular Meeting 

Thursday September 5, 2019 7:00pm  Regular Meeting 

Monday September 16, 2019 7:00pm  Regular Meeting 

Monday October 7, 2019 7:00pm  Regular Meeting 

Monday October 21, 2019 7:00pm  Regular Meeting 

Monday November 4, 2019 7:00pm  Regular Meeting 

Monday November 18, 2019 7:00pm  Regular Meeting 

Monday December 2, 2019 7:00pm Annual Meeting and Regular  

Monday December 16, 2019 7:00pm  Regular Meeting 
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 All in Favor: 

 

Motion Adopted  

    Mayor Gina Picinich  Aye 

    Deputy Mayor Jean Farber Aye 

Trustee Isidoro Albanese Aye 

    Trustee Karen Schleimer Aye 

    Trustee Peter Grunthal Aye 

 

b. Resolution declaring certain Village Property as Surplus Property 

  A motion was made by Trustee Schleimer and was seconded by Trustee 

Albanese to approve the following resolution:  

  

 Whereas, it has been determined that the Village has no further use of 

certain items(s);  

 Whereas, the Village Board may determine that these items are surplus 

property;  

  

 Whereas, the fair market value, if any, is determined for the surplus 

property and its disposal will be for the common benefit; 

 Whereas, at time of sale of surplus item(s), money, if any, will be allocated 

back to the appropriate department; and  

 Whereas, the Village Manager or his designee will oversee the sale of these 

items(s) or other method of disposal.  

 Now, Therefore, Be It Resolved, that the Village Board of the Village/Town 

of Mount Kisco, New York surpluses the following items(s): 

 

 2006  Ford Explorer          VIN#: 1FMEU72E36UB53772 

 

 All in favor: 

 

Motion Adopted  

    Mayor Gina Picinich  Aye 

    Deputy Mayor Jean Farber Aye 

Trustee Isidoro Albanese Aye 

    Trustee Karen Schleimer Aye 

    Trustee Peter Grunthal Aye 

 

8) Bills:  
 

9) Minutes:  
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 VB- Minutes- March 18, 2019 

A motion was made by Deputy Mayor Farber and was seconded by Trustee Schleimer 

to accept the meeting minutes for March 18, 2019; all in favor: 

 

Motion Adopted  

    Mayor Gina Picinich  Aye 

    Deputy Mayor Jean Farber Aye 

Trustee Isidoro Albanese Aye 

    Trustee Karen Schleimer Aye 

    Trustee Peter Grunthal Aye 

 

10) Non-Local Business: – None. 

 

11) Public Comment: 

There being no further business to come before the Board, Mayor Picinich closed the 

meeting at 9:25 p.m.  

_________________________ 

       Edward W. Brancati 

       Village Manager 

/lh 


